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G roup Chairman - To n y M ort on, Secretary - H elena Bowles, N ewsletter Editor - M artin Tu d o r, 
Treasurer - Richard Stan d a g e, Reviews Editor - Bernie Evans, Publicity O fficer - Steve Jones, 

O rdinary M emb er - M ick Ev an s, N ov a c o n 23 Chairman - Carol M orton.

This month’s speaker is

IAIN (M) BANKS
Friday 17th September 1993 7.45 for 8.45pm 
Admittance: Members £2.50 Visitors £3.75
(half-price for 14-18 year olds on production of proof of age)

Iain M(enzies) Banks was born in Fife, Scotland on 16 February 1954. Educated at 
Stirling University he went on to be an Expediter-analyzer with IBM in Greenock, 

Scotland until 1978, then a solicitor’s clerk in London from 1980 to 1984, after which 
he became a freelance writer. Iain's first published novel was THE WASP FACTORY 

which was met with considerable acclaim and disgust by the critics, he followed it 
with WALKING ON GLASS, THE BRIDGE, ESPEDAIR STREET and. the first of his 

Culture universe books, CONSIDER PHLEBAS. His other work includes THE 
PLAYER OF GAMES, CANAL DREAMS, THE USE OF WEAPONS, THE CROW ROAD, 

AGAINST A DARK BACKGROUND and the short story collection THE STATE OF THE 
ART. Guest of Honour at Novacon 17 Iain has enlivened many conventions over 

recent years with his wit, good humour and bizarre antics.

{Many thanks to TWENTIETH-CENTURY SCIENCE FICTION WRITERS, third edition, for the above information.}

Please note our NEW VENUE is the recently refurbished 
upstairs Function Room of THE AUSTRALIAN BAR

(corner of Hurst Street and Bromsgrove Street in Birmingham city centre).

The BSFG meets at 7.45pm on the 3rd Friday of every month (unless otherwise notified) in the 
upstairs Function Room of the Australian Bar, corner of Hurst Street and Bromsgrove Street in 

Birmingham city centre. The annual subscription rates (which include twelve copies of this 
newsletter and reduced price entry to meetings) are £9.00 per person, or £12.00 for 2 members at 

the same address. Cheques etc. payable to "the Birmingham Science Fiction Group", via the 
treasurer Richard Standage at meetings or by post c/o Bernie Evans (address below). Book 

reviews and review copies should be sent to the reviews editor Bernie Evans, 121 Cape Hill, 
Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 4SH (tel: 021 558 0997).

All other contributions and enquiries regarding the Brum Group News to: Martin Tudor, 845 
Alum Rock Road, Birmingham, B8 2AG (tel: 021 327 3023).
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C O L O P H O N
F O R T H C O M I N G  

E V E N T S

The c o n te n ts  of th i s  is s u e  a re  co p y rig h t 1993 
th e  BSFG, on b e h a lf  o f th e  c o n tr ib u to r s ,  

to  whom a l l  r ig h ts  r e v e r t  on p u b lic a tio n .

P e rso n a l o p in io n s ex p ressed  in  t h i s  
p u b lic a tio n  do no t n e c e s sa r i ly  r e f l e c t  

th o se  o f th e  com m ittee o r the  membership 
o f th e  Birmingham Science  F ic tio n  Group.

A ll te x t  by M artin  Tudor 
ex cep t where s t a te d  o th erw ise .

T his p u b lic a t io n  was p r in te d  
on th e  CRITICAL WAVE pho tocop ier. 
C ontact th e  e d i to r ia l  a d d ress  fo r 

d e t a i l s  o f WAVE'S co m p etitiv e  p r ic e s .

Many th an k s th i s  is s u e  to  BERNIE EVANS fo r 
ty p in g  th e  Book Reviews, MIKE DAVIES, 

e d i to r  o f  WHAT'S ON fo r  h is  e d i to r ia l  
on th e  p lig h t  o f th e  T rian g le  cinema 

-  from which I borrow ed h eav ily  to  w r ite  
th e  s to ry  in  th i s  i s s u e 's  Jophan Report, 

ROG PEYTON, STEVE GREEN and CRITICAL WAVE 
f o r  o th e r  news in th e  Jophan R eport and to  
TONY BERRY fo r  th e  u se  of h is  sp a re  room.

17 SEPTEMBER 1993: IAIN BANKS will be 
speaking to the Brum Group, 7,45pm for 8.00pm» 
at the Australian Bar, Hurst Street/Bromsgrove 
Street.

18 SEPTEMBER 1993: IAIN BANKS w ill  be s ig n in g  
co p ie s  o f COMPLICITY (hardback, £15.99) a t  
Andromeda, 84 S u ffo lk  S t r e e t ,  Birmingham, from 
noon. C a ll 643 1999 fo r  f u r th e r  d e ta i l s ,

2 2 -2 4  SEPTEMBER 1993: THE TRIAL d ir e c te d  by 
David Jones and f e a tu r in g  Anthony Hopkins, 
Kyle M aclachlan and Ja so n  Robards w il l  be 
show ing a t  th e  MAC Cinema, Cannon H ill  Park, 
E dgbaston Road, Birmingham (o p p o site  th e  
County C rick e t Ground), C a ll 021 440 3838 
fo r  t ic k e ts .

30 SEPTEMBER 1993: WILLIAM GIBSON w ill  be 
s ig n in g  c o p ie s  o f VIRTUAL LIGHT a t  Andromeda, 
84 S u ffo lk  S t r e e t ,  Birmingham, from 1pm u n t i l  
2.30pm. C a ll 021 643 1999 fo r  f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

??  OCTOBER 1993: GERRY ANDERSON w il l  be 
ap p earin g  a t  Andromeda, 84 S u ffo lk  S t re e t ,  
Birmingham, som etim e in  O ctober. C a ll 021 643 
1999 fo r  f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

1 -3  OCTOBER 1993: FANTASYCON XVIIL Midland 
H otel, Birmingham, G u e s ts  o f Honour: P e te r  
Jam es, Tad W illiam s and Les Edwards, M aster 
o f  Cerem onies Dennis E tc h iso n , f u r th e r  g u e s ts  
to  be announced. A tten d in g  £20 ( to  B r it ish  
F an tasy  S o c ie ty  m embers) £30 (non-members), 
S u p p o rtin g  m em bership £10. C ontact: Mike 
Chinn a t 137 P rio ry  Road, H all Green, 
Birmingham, B28 0TG ( te l :  021 474 2585).

Can YOU eat a 
'Desperate Dan Pie' ?

F i n d  o u t  a t  the  

B E E R  &  S K I T T L E S  

E V E N I N G  AT T H E  

L I T T L E  R I B  R O O M  

( B r a d l e y  G r e e n ,  Ha n b u r y  t o  

Fec kenham Road,  B4090  

o u t  o f  D r o i t w i c h )

If y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
c a l l  H E L E N A  B O W L E S  
o n  < 0 2 1 )  5 5 8  7591



4 -9  OCTOBER 1993: A CONNECTICUT YANKEE
R ogers and H a rt 's  c la s s ic  m usica l s e t  in  King 
A r th u r 's  c o u r t w il l  be perform ed by th e  New 
S hakespeare  Company a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of 
Warwick A rts  C entre , The c a s t  in c lu d e s  C h r is t­
opher B igg ins C live C a r te r  and Ja n ie  Dee. 
C a ll th e  Box O ffice  on 0203 524524.

4 -1 6  OCTOBER 1993; RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN
PLANET by Bob C a rlto n  a t  th e  Birmingham 
Hippodrome, H urst S t re e t ,  Monday to  F riday  
7.30pm and S a tu rd ay  8,30pm, T ic k e ts  Monday- 
Thursday £16.50, £14,00, £11,50, £9, £7.50, 
F riday  and S a tu rd ay  £18.50, £15.50, £12,50, 
£10.00, £8,50. Wednesday 2pm a l l  s e a t s  £8,50 
and S a tu rd ay  4pm a l l  s e a t s  £12.50 ,C a ll th e  Box 
O ffic e  on 021 622 7486,

9 OCTOBER 1993: DAVID GEMMELL w ill  be s ig n in g  
c o p ie s  o f th e  paperback e d i t io n  o f WAYLANDER 
I I  and th e  h ardcover o f DRUST THE LEGEND and 
a long  w ith  FANGORN and STAN NICHOLLS co p ies 
o f th e  g ra p h ic  novel LEGEND a t  Andromeda,

15 OCTOBER 1993: BRIAN W ALDISS w il l  be 
sp eak in g  to  th e  Brum Group, 7.45pm fo r  8,00pm, 
a t  th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar, H urst S tre e t/B ro m sg ro v e  
S t r e e t .

5 -7  NOVEMBER 1993: NOVACON 23 th e  Brum 
G roup’s  own s f  con, a t  th e  Royal Angus h o te l  
in  th e  c i ty  c e n tre . G uest o f  honour S tephen  
B axte r, A tten d in g  mem bership c o s ts  £25 u n t i l  
1 s t  O ctober and th en  £30 on th e  door. 
S u p p o rtin g  m em bership i s  £8,00 (p le a se  n o te  
th a t  t h i s  w il l  NOT a u to m a tic a l ly  r e s e rv e  an 
a t te n d in g  p lace , bu t i t  WILL e n s u re  r e c e ip t  o f  
a l l  o f  th e  co n v en tio n ’s  p u b lic a t io n s  and 
e n t i t l e  you to  v o te  in  th e  Novas). A lthough 
th e  h o te l  h as  a g reed  to  in c re a s e  th e  
m em bership c e i l in g  from 300 to  350 p eop le  th e  
com m ittee a d v is e s  you to  r e g i s t e r  e a r ly , a s  
th ey  w il l  i f  n e c e ssa ry  tu rn  peop le  away on 
th e  door. F u r th e r  d e t a i l s  from B ern ie  Evans, 
121 Cape H ill, Smethwick, W arley, West 
M idlands, B66 4SH ( te l :  021 558 0997).

6 NOVEMBER 1993: TERRY PRATCHETT w ill  be 
s ig n in g  a t  Andromeda, 84 S u ffo lk  S t r e e t ,  Birm­
ingham, C a ll 021 643 1999 fo r  f u r th e r  
d e ta i l s .

11 NOVEMBER 1993: COMIC MART a t  th e  H otel 
Ib is , Ladyw ell Walk, o f f  H urst S t r e e t ,  Birm ing­
ham. Doors open 11am, adm ission  50p. C ontact; 
P e te r  Lennon, 15 Yew T ree C lose, B atchley , 
R edditch, B97 6S0 (0527 585036).

12-14 NOVEMBER 1993: ARMADACON V s f / f a n t a s y  
con a t  th e  As to r  H otel, E ll io t  S t r e e t ,  The Hoe,

Plymouth, A ttend ing  £20,00 (one day £10 ,0 0 ) 
to  4 G leneagle Avenue, Mannamead, P lym outh, 
PL3 5HL ( te l:  0752 267873),

19 NOVEMBER 1993: DEBATE b e tw een  
r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  Brum Group and th e  
Birmingham U n iv e rs ity  SF & F S o c ie ty , 7,45pm 
fo r 8,00pm a t  th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar, H u rs t 
S tree t/B ro m sg ro v e  S t r e e t  ( to  be confirm ed).

22-27  NOVEMBER 1993: THE INVISIBLE NAN
fo llow ing  a hugely  s u c c e s s fu l  run  in  th e  West 
End th i s  s i n i s t e r  s to ry  o f a to rm en ted , tw is te d  
and t ra n sp a re n t  s c i e n t i s t  w i l l  be r e to ld  a t  
th e  Alexandra T h ea tre , S u ffo lk  S t r e e t ,  
Birmingham. T ic k e ts  £6 .00 -£  14.50, t e l  633  
3325, c re d it  ca rd s 643 1231.

2 6 -28  NOVEMBER 1993: CON-YAK, a n n u a l 
in te rn a t io n a l  Beneluxcon, venue p ro b ab ly  A lte a  
H otel, ju s t  o u ts id e  Amsterdam. G u e s ts  o f  
honour to  be announced. C ontact R ichard  
Vermaas, James W a tts tr a a t  13, 1097 DJ 
Amsterdam, the  N etherlands,

6 DEC 1993 -  29 JAN 1994: THE SNOWMAN th e
world prem iere of a new s ta g e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  
Raymond B riggs' c h ild re n 's  c la s s ic ,  s p e c i f ­
ic a lly  adap ted  fo r  th e  Birmingham R e p e rto ry  
T h ea tre  Company by Anthony C lark , f e a tu r in g  
th e  o r ig in a l  and ex tended  sc o re  by Howard 
Blake. C a ll th e  Birmingham Rep Box O ffic e  on 
021 236 6771.

17 DECEMBER 1993: BRUM GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY, 
7.45pm fo r  8.00pm a t  th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar, H u rs t 
S tree t/B ro m sg ro v e  S t re e t .

21 JANUARY 1994: BSFG AGM & AUCTION, 7,45pm 
fo r  8,00pm a t  th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar, H u rs t 
S tree t/B ro m sg ro v e  S t re e t .

2 5 -27  MARCH 1994: TREK DWARF I I  com bined 
STAR TREK/RED DWARF conven tio n  a t  th e  H oliday 
Inn, L e ic e s te r . A ttend ing  £30,00, C on tac t 47 
Marsham, O rton Goldhay, P e te rb o ro u g h , PE2 5RN.

1-4  APRIL 1994: SOU'WESTER. 4 5 th  UK n a t io n a l  
s f  con. B ritan n ia  A delphi H otel, L iv e rp o o l. 
G uests of honour: Diane Duane, N eil Gaiman, 
B arbara Hambly, P e te r  Morwood, U n til November 
1993: A ttending £25.00 (£23.00 fo r  p a id -u p  
p re -su p p o rtin g ) , S u p p o rtin g  £12,50, c h ild re n  
aged 9-14 (on 1 A pril 1994) £12,50, £1.00 fo r  
"babies and b e a s ts" . C ontact: 3 West S h rub­
bery, Redland, B r is to l , BS6 6SZ.

30 APRIL -  1 MAY 1994: COME-BACK CON. The
first Belgian BeNeLuxcon in a long time at the 

Rubenianum House, Antwerp, Belgium. Attending



650BF, S u p p o rtin g  500BF u n t i l  31 Dec 1993, 
then A tten d in g  750BF, S u pporting  650BF u n t i l
31 March 1994, c h ild re n  up to  age 6 f re e  
adm ission , age 6 -1 2  50% o f c u r re n t  p rice . 
C ontact: A lfons J Maes, Zandkapelweg 18, B- 
2200 N oorderw ijk, Belgium,

27-30  MAY 1994: INCONCEIVABLE. Second 'humour1 
con from O c ta rin e , Tudor Court H otel, D raycott, 
near Derby. A tten d in g  £20.00 (£18.00 fo r  
members o f O c ta rin e  o r ZZ9, c o n ta c t 12 C rich 
Avenue, L it t le o v e r ,  Derby, DE23 6ES.

1-5 SEPTEMBER 1994: CONADIAN, 52nd world 
sc ien ce  f ic t io n  conven tion , a t  th e  Winnipeg 
Convention C entre. G u ests  o f Honour Anne 
McCaffrey, George B arr, Barry B Longyear, Fan 
G uest o f  Honour R obert Runte. The r a te s  were 
A ttend ing  US$85.00, CANS95.00, S upporting  
US$25.00, CAN$30.00 u n t i l  6 Septem ber 1993. 
C ontact B r it ish  Agent: Helen McCarthy, 147 
F ra n c is  Road, London, E10 6NT.

14-17 APRIL 1995: CONFABULATION 46th UK 
N atio n a l s f  con a t  th e  B rita n n ia  In te rn a t io n a l  
H otel, London. GoHs Lois McMasters Bujold, Bob 
Shaw and Roger Robinson. A ttend ing  £15.00, 
S u p p o rtin g  £10.00, ch ild re n  born on or b e fo re  
13 A p ril 1981 pay th e  su p p o rtin g  r a te  and 
sm a ll c h ild re n  (born  on o r b e fo re  18 A pril 
1987) pay no th ing . C ontact: C onfabulation , 3 
York S t r e e t ,  A ltrincham , C hesh ire , WA15 9QH.

2 4-28  AUGUST 1995: INTERSECTION, 53rd w orld­
con, S c o t t is h  E x h ib itio n  and C onference C entre , 
Glasgow. G uests o f honour Samuel R Delany, 
G erry Anderson. A ttend ing  £50.00 u n t i l  30 
Septem ber 1993, th en  £60.00 u n t i l  30 Septem­
ber 1994. S u p p o rtin g  and Ju n io r  (24.8.80) 
£15.00, Child (24 .8 .88) £5.00. C ontact: Admail 
336, Glasgow, G2 1BR, S co tland .

27 DECEMBER 1999 -  2 JANUARY 2000: MILLENNIUM.
Venue to  be announced , but d e f in i te ly  in  
N orthern  Europe (p robab ly  a BeNeLux coun try  
or UK), £3.00 (f 10.00) p e r  year, to  be deducted  
from e v e n tu a l mem bership fee  ( to  be announced 
b e fo re  1997). C ontact: Malcolm Reid, 2/R, 9 
A ir lie  S t re e t ,  Hyndland, Glasgow, G12 9RJ.

□□□□□

Although details are correct to the best 

of my knowledge, I  advise readers to contact 

organizers prior to travelling.

Always enclose a stamped, self-addressed 

envelope when writing to any of the above 

contact addresses. Please mention the BRUM 

GROUP NEWS when replying to listings or 

advertisements.

R E P O R T  #66

by Martin Tudor

I'm a f ra id  th a t  I have been unable a s  
ye t to  g e t hold o f  th e  f u l l  l i s t  o f  Hugo 
w inners which were announced l a s t  weekend (as 
I type th is )  in San F rancisco . However I can 
t e l l  you th a t  th e  Best Novel was a t i e  th is  
year between DOOMSDAY BOOK by Connie W illis  
and Vernor V inge 's A FIRE UPON THE DEEP. The 
big shock th i s  y ear ap p ears  to  be the  award 
fo r Best Sem iprozine which went to  Andy 
P o r te r 's  SCIENCE FICTION CHRONICLE -  f in a l ly  
b e s tin g  th e  p e re n n ia l  w inner LOCUS, a p p a re n tly  
a f t e r  th e  v a r io u s  rounds o f coun ting  had 
elim in a ted  th e  o th e r  nom inees, SFC beat LOCUS 
by 274 to  273! No s u r p r is e  in th e  Best 
F anw riter c a te g o ry  which went y e t ag a in  to  
B r ita in 's  own Dave Langford. C o n g ra tu la tio n s  
to  a l l  four o f  th o se  w inners and I shou ld  be 
ab le  to  g iv e  you th e  f u l l  l i s t  nex t issu e .

Radio fa n s  m ight be in te r e s te d  in  
lea rn in g  th a t  on F riday  n ig h ts  a t  6.30pm Radio 
5 is  c u r re n tly  runn ing  a DR WHO s e r i a l  
e n t i t le d  'T he Paradox of Death" by David 
L e ttz , s t a r r in g  Jon Pertw ee a s  th e  Doctor,

Forthcom ing s ig n in g  s e s s io n s  a t Andro­
meda in Birmingham w ill  a ls o  h o p e fu lly  inc lu d e  
Robert Jordan, bu t a t  th e  moment i t  ap p ears  
u n like ly  th a t  Anne McCaffrey w ill  be doing h er 
u su a l se ss io n , (For f u l l  d e t a i l s  of s ig n in g s  
which have been confirm ed se e  th e  E vents 
l i s t in g  in th i s

If  you read  WHAT'S ON, o r pay VERY c lo se  
a t te n t io n  to  th e  Birmingham Evening Mail, you 
may have h eard  th a t  Birm ingham 's T ria n g le  
Cinema (th e  on ly  d ed ica ted  'a r t  house ' cinema 
in the  c i ty , a venue n a tio n a lly  acclaim ed) is  
under th r e a t  o f  c lo s u re  by A ston U n iv ersity .

In th e  14 Aug/27 Aug e d it io n  of WHAT'S 
ON fo r  Birmingham and th e  M idlands th e  F inance 
D irec to r of A ston U n iv e rsity , Jim Tunley, sa y s  
they  are  c o n s id e rin g  recom m endations to  e i th e r  
make th e  cinema s e l f - f in a n c in g  or c lo se  i t .  
D espite th e  box o f f ic e  tak in g  an im press iv e  
£120,000 l a s t  y ea r  th e  cinema is  lo s in g  
between £60,000 and £70,000 a year.

You may remember that this is the same 

people who closed the Triangle Arts Centre a 

few years ago, in the face of massive public 

outcry, replacing the successful multi-media 

centre into parking space and a pretty piazza.



In h is  d efen ce  Tunley c laim s th e  T ria n g le  
i s  lo s in g  ou t to  the in f lu x  of M ultip lex  
cinem as. T h is i s  u t t e r  crap . Much of th e  p rog­
ramming o f fe re d  by th e  T rian g le  (fo re ig n , 
'a r t '  and 'a l te rn a tiv e *  f ilm s)  d i f f e r s  dram­
a t i c a l l y  from th e  fa re  su p p lie d  by th e  M u lti-  
p lexs . S u re ly  th e  answ er to  f a l l in g  a t te n d ­
an ces would be to  r a is e  th e  p ro f i le  o f the  
T ria n g le  ? Many in ex p en siv e  avenues su g g e s t 
them se lv es, more rev iew s in th e  lik e s  o f the  
Birmingham Evening Mail and Metro News would 
co s t n o th in g  and would co n s id e ra b ly  r a i s e  the  
p ro f i le .  D eveloping th e  T rian g le  to  the 
s ta n d a rd  of s im ila r  c e n tre s  in M anchester and 
Edinburgh, o rg a n is in g  Film Events such as 
th o se  in o th e r  c i t i e s  and l i a i s in g  w ith p u b lic a ­
t io n s  such as  EMPIRE and, indeed, WHAT'S ON 
would co n s id e ra b ly  improve a tten d an ce  and 
probab ly  e n su re  lu c ra t iv e  sp o n so rsh ip .

You may w ell ask what a re  th e  C ity 
C ouncil doing w hile  Aston U n iv e rs ity  p u rsu es  
t h i s  s h o r t - s ig h te d  campaign of p h il is t in is m  
and d e s tru c t io n  ? What happened to  th e i r  
p lan s  fo r  a Birmingham Media C entre ? Yes, 
th e  one which was supposed to  re p la c e  th e  
o r ig in a l  T ria n g le  complex back in 1987... 
Good q u e s tio n s , do you, l ik e  me, begin  to  
doubt th e  s in c e r i ty  of th e  C ounc il's  ta lk  of 
tu rn in g  Birmingham in to  an a r t s  and c u l tu r a l  
c e n tre  to  r iv a l  London and Edinburgh ? What 
is  needed to  ach iev e  th o se  lo f ty  aims, a r e n 't  
even more empty c o n c re te  h a l l s  (no m a tte r  how 
w ell endowed w ith  te c h n o lo g ic a l gimmicks. 
What i s  needed a r e n 't  empty prom ises and 
e n d le s s  q u a n t i t i e s  of ho t a i r  from s e l f -  
se rv in g  and s e l f - p u b l ic i s in g  c o u n c illo rs . 
What IS needed a re  s u b s ta n t i a l  am ounts of 
ha rd  cash  AND s w if t  a c tio n  to  p reven t f u r th e r  
c u l tu r a l  barb arism  by th e  management o f Aston 
U n iv e rs ity .

I f  you want to  p rev en t Aston U n iv e rs ity  
from d e s tro y in g  what l i t t l e  su p p o rt th e re  is  
in Birmingham fo r  cinema a s  an a r t  form, i f  
you want to  p ro te c t  th e  a lread y  s e r io u s ly  
beleaguered Birmingham In te rn a t io n a l  Film and 
T e le v is io n  F e s t iv a l  from f u r th e r  d is ru p tio n , I 
u rge  you to  w r ite  to  your lo ca l c o u n c illo r  
im m ediately. Demand to  know what the  C ouncil 
is  doing to  prom ote the  c in em atic  a r t  in the  
second c ity . I f  you r e a l ly  want to  pu t the  
pressure on a l e t t e r  to  Mr Jim Tunley, F inance 
D irec to r, Aston U n iv e rs ity , Aston T rian g le , 
B irm in g h am , B4-, t e l l  him th a t  Aston Campus 
has go t lo ts  o f parking, but i t  has only got 
one 'A rt House' cinema and th a t  they should  
hold on to  i t !

Meanwhile, in Coventry, th e  U n iv ersity  of 
Warwick a s  p a r t  of the  Open S tu d ie s  prog-

ment a re  o f fe r in g  two g e n re  even ing  c o u rse s  
each runn ing  fo r  10 weeks.

The f i r s t  is  " F ra n k e n s te in 's  M onster and 
h is  D escendants" w ith Lynda S te v e n s , s t a r t i n g  
on Tuesday 5 O ctober, 7pm-9pm. A f te r  f i r s t  
d e a lin g  w ith  Mary S h e lle y 's  m a s te rp ie c e , th i s  
w ill  go on to  exam ine " te c h n o lo g ic a l  abomin­
a tio n s  w ith in  th e  robo t and cyborg  and ... th e  
doppelganger o r th e  b e a s t w ith in  o u r e v o lu t­
ionary  h e r i ta g e "  ex p lo rin g  b o th  v ie w p o in ts  and 
ask ing  what a c tu a l ly  d e f in e s  ou r e s s e n t i a l  
hum anity. Fee £34.00 (£25, £10), co u rse  
number 091. *

The second is  e n t i t l e d  "Sword and 
Sorcery  ? The Q uest Novel" a g a in  w ith  Lynda 
S tevens, s t a r t i n g  Wednesday 6 O ctober, 7pm- 
9pm. The in tro d u c tio n  s t a t e s  th a t  "heroes, 
f ig h tin g  e lv e s , ru in ed  c a s t l e s  s e t  in s t r a n g e  
lands a re  th e  s ta p le  f a re  of num erous works" 
in a m ission  to  d isc o v e r th e i r  f a s c in a t io n  the  
c o u rse  w ill ex p lo re  th e  b e s t o f th e s e  works. 
T his tim e opening w ith  THE LORD OF THE RINGS 
and co n tin u in g  w ith  Mervyn Peake and M ichael 
Moorcock. Fee £34.00 (£25, £10), co u rse  
number 098.

Both c o u rse s  w ill  be h e ld  a t  C oventry 
Council House. For f u r th e r  d e ta i l s ,  o r to  
r e g i s te r ,  c o n ta c t Open S tu d ie s , C on tinu ing  
Education  D epartm ent, th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
Warwick, C oventry, CV4 7AL.

To mark N atio n a l No Smoking Day 1994, 
FOREST -  Freedom O rg a n isa tio n  fo r  th e  Right 
to  Enjoy Smoking Tobacco -  -has announced a 
f re e  co m p etitio n  fo r  sh o r t s to r y  w r i te r s ,  w ith  
cash p r iz e s .

T he ir p re s s  r e le a s e  p ro c la im s th a t  
"FOREST is an independent smokers' righ ts group which 
helps individuals to defend themselves against 
persecution, and publishes information which counters 
the increasingly hysterical claims of the an ti­
smoking industry, It is financed by donations fro» 
supporters and from private tobacco companies; unlike 
the anti-smoking lobby, i t  receives no public money, 

"What the judges will be looking for; Not propa­
ganda - either pro or anti, We're a fte r mind- 
opening, sceptical science fic tio n , fantasy and 
horror of any kind, on the theme of 'Health and 
Freedom', to broaden and enliven what is often a 
narrow, unimaginative, ill-inform ed debate,

"Will smoking (and other p rivate pleasures) be 
illegal in the future, and if so how will bans be 
enforced ? Or will sc ien tif ic  fashion turn fu ll 
c irc le , with physicians prescribing tobacco as a 
cure-all ? In recent months, nurses have been 
threatened with the sack for smoking in uniform, even 
when off duty, Bereaved re la tiv es have been banned 
from smoking in hospital carparks, Doctors have said 
they may refuse to trea t patients who smoke, At the 
same time, researchers claim to have found that



smokers are at less risk than non-smokers of 
developing Alzheimer's disease,

"Perhaps you'll choose to write something less 
philosophical, a straightforward sf/fantasy/horror 
tale with a 'health and freedom' background, Above 
all, feel free to unleash your imagination - if your 
story also makes the judges laugh, you'll be off to a 
good start! For more information about FOREST, or 
the smoking debate in general, to help plan your 
story, please contact Marjorie Nicholson at FOREST on 
071-823-6550 (office) or 081-851-6450 (home),"

Entries should be posted to FOREST STORY 

COMPETITION, 2 Grosvenor Gardens, London, SW1W 

ODH, to arrive not later than 16 January 1994. 

All entries must be the original, unpublished 

work of the entrant, in English, to a maximum 

of 2,500 words, typed in double-spacing on 

white A4 paper, type on one side of the paper 

only and include your name, address, telephone 

number and age on the first page. The compet­

ition is only open to people over-18 years of 

age. Five prizes will be awarded of £100, 

£75, £50 and two runners-up of £25 each. 

Prize winning entries will be published by 

FOREST during March 1994 in an illustrated, 

A5 booklet, with an introduction by George 

Hay, after which all copyright will revert to 

individual authors.

Co-editors Stephen Jones and David Sutton 

have announced that Robinson Publishing in 

the UK will no longer continue publishing 

FANTASY TALES in its present format. After 

17 issues as a World Fantasy Award and 

multiple British Fantasy Award-winning small 

press magazine, Robinson began publishing the 

title in 1988 as a slim paperback. Along with 

a "Best from" anthology, it lasted seven vol­

umes (four of which were reprinted in the USA 

by Carroll & Graf). The title hasn't been seen 

since the beginning of 1992 while the publisher 

negotiated with a new distributor as to 

format, price and frequency of publication.

Jones explains that the low cover price 

meant that despite respectable sales no one, 

not the editors, publishers, authors or 

booksellers made enough money. All this com­

bined with the their involvement in other 

projects led to the editors' decision to scrap 

the magazine. However, as they wanted 

FANTASY TALES to go out in style they have 

out together THE GIANT BOOK OF FANTASY & THE 

SUPERNATURAL a bumper anthology published 

by Robinson's Magpie imprint. It will contain 

around 40 stories currently awaiting 

publication in FANTASY TALES including work 

by Parke Godwin, Nancy Holder, Samantha Lee, 

Nicholas Royle, Brian Stableford, Darrell 

Schweitzer, Melanie Tern, Steve Rasnic Tem and 

Birmingham's Steve Green.
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PRIMORDIAL SOUP by Grant Naylor 

Penguin, 151 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Tony Morton.

With a subtitle "The Least Worst Scripts" 

and the modest blurb, one could  be tempted 

to think the worst of this latest RED DWARF 

book. However, knowing the gestalt author and 

"his" humour, I was not put off, particularly 

as the introduction claims the six chosen 

"battle plans" were their favourites. The six 

by some quirk, or perhaps I'm as crazy as 

them, are also my favourites (OK, one is from 

a new series not yet seen, but you get the 

idea). As soon as I began reading the voices 

of Lister, Rimmer, Cat and Kryten were there 

in my head, saying the lines, bringing a smile 

as I careered through the story with them.

For me the interest is in the termin­

ology and writing method used to set a scene 

as well as the character interaction seen on 

TV. It works well, but I do wonder how close 

the images we see are to those the writers 

imagine. The six, "Polymorph", "Marrooned", 

"Dimension Jump”, ‘'Justice", "Back to Reality" 

and "Psirens" (the new one) show different 

aspects of Dwarf. We also see, to a degree* 

how it has evolved over time, both the 

rapport developed between the characters and 

the audience, and audience understanding of 

the plights and situations that arise.

As sf it's technology with puns, as 

comedy it's farce with futuristic backdrops. 

Joining the two provides a unique combination 

that can only be the RED DWARF we love.

THE STRESS OF HER REGARD by Tim Powers 

Grafton, 605 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Peter J B Day.

This is yet another vampire story. A 

young 19th century surgeon, Michael Crawford, 

wakes on the morning after his wedding night 

to find his bride lying beside him, gorily 

slaughtered while he slept. It turns out that 

he already, inadvertently, has another bride - 

a vampire - and she is jealous. He flees to 

the continent to escape the hangman's noose, 

meeting up with various poets - Keates, Byron,

How to Review
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S h elley  -  a l l  o f whom appear to  be s im ila r ly  
a f f l i c te d .  T o g e th er th ey  s e t  ab o u t com batting  
th e  menace.

I m ust c o n fe ss  I'm in  tw o minds abo u t 
th i s  book. I t  i s  s t r a n g e ly  e p iso d ic , w ith  no 
r e a l  se n se  o f fo rw ard  th r u s t .  For much o f 
i t s  le n g th  th e  a c tio n  moves a r b i t r a r i l y  from 
lo c a tio n  to  lo c a tio n  fo r  no re a so n  th a t  I  can 
se e  save  to  conform to  th e  p o e ts ' known w here­
ab o u ts  a t  v a r io u s  tim es. The c h a ra c te r s ' 
e f f o r t s  a r e  c u r io u s ly  d e s u lto ry , even h a l f ­
h e a r te d , and th e  s to r y  only  g a th e r s  any pace 
tow ards th e  end, a s  i t  sw eeps to  i t s  clim ax, 
w here th i s  a u th o r ’s  in g e n u ity  o f  p lo t t in g  and 
m isch ievous se n se  o f  Irony  come to  th e  fo re .

N e v e r th e le s s , by g e n e ra l s ta n d a rd s  t h i s  
i s  s t i l l  an above a v e rag e  fa n ta s y  novel. I t ' s  
w e l l -w r i t te n ,  w ith  a l l  Pow ers' u su a l m aste ry  
o f th e  u n e a s i ly  g ro te sq u e , h is  g ra p h ic  ev o ca tio n  
of s c e n a r io s  one would n ever, ever, wish to  
find  o n e s e lf  in, and h is  s ly  m ickey-tak ing . 
T here a re  s e v e ra l  sp le n d id ly  gruesom e scen es. 
On th e  whole, I  q u i te  enjoyed i t .  But i t  i s  
n o t v in ta g e  Powers.

MERIDIAN DAYS by E ric  Brown 
Pan, 165 pp, £3.99 p /b

rev iew ed  by P au lin e  Morgan.

I t  i s  u n u su a l fo r  a w r i t e r ’s f i r s t  book 
to  be a c o l le c t io n  o f  s h o r t  s to r ie s .  E ric  
Brown ach iev ed  th i s ,  which g iv e s  an idea  o f 
h is  ta le n t .  MERIDIAN DAYS i s  h is  f i r s t  novel, 
and i t  i s  a  s lim  one (but only in th e  number 
o f  pages). T h is i s  a ls o  th e  mark o f a 
c ra ftsm an  -  when he h as s a id  what he w an ts 
to , he s to p s .

M eridian i s  an E a rth  colony which, l ik e 
Venus, k eeps one fa c e  alw ays to  i t s  sun. The 
only h a b i ta b le  p a r t  i s  a narrow  s t r i p  betw een 
B r ig h ts id e  and D arkside and com prises a se a  
d o tte d  w ith  is la n d s . M eridian i s  very  much an 
a r t i s t s ' ,  co lony and i s  dependent o f E a rth  fo r  
most o f  i t s  food su p p lie s . The n a r ra to r ,  Bob 
B enedict, i s  an e x - p i lo t ,  hav ing  g iven  up th e  
p ro fe s s io n  when he flew  a hundred  p a sse n g e rs  
n o s e - f i r s t  in to  th e  ground. Though
ex o n e ra ted  he sp ends much o f h i s  tim e drugged 
up try in g  to  b lo t  o u t th e  m emories. When he 
i s  d ragged  u n w illin g ly  to  a p a r ty  on a 
n e ig h b o u rin g  Is la n d  he m eets F ire  T rev e llio n . 
Her problem  is  th e  o p p o s ite  to  h is . She w an ts 
him to  su pp ly  th e  d ru g s  th a t  w ill  he lp  h e r  
remember, to  f i l l  th e  b lanks in  h e r  memory. 
Knowing he w il l  r e g r e t  i t ,  B enedict a llo w s 
h im se lf  to  be drawn in and become a pawn in  
a f a r  g r e a te r  pow erplay.

Brown has d es ig n ed  a r ic h  ta p e s try  which 
has a background in  common w ith  some o f  h is  
sh o r t  s t o r i e s .  The f law s i t  h as stem  m ainly

from th e  u se  o f  a f i r s t  p e rso n  p r o ta g o n is t .  
A nything he i s  n o t i n t e r e s t e d  in  does not get 
exp la ined , though th e r e  a r e  p l e n t i f u l  h in t s  of 
a w ider w orld th a t  th e  a u th o r  knows but has 
r ig h t ly  no t t h r u s t  down th e  r e a d e r 's  throat. 
My d isap p o in tm en t w ith  th e  en d in g  is a fault 
of my own c u r io s i ty  -  w hat th e  author tells 
us f i t s  p e r fe c t ly  w ith  B e n e d ic t 's  personality.

Brown i s  a ta le n te d  B r i t i s h  author who 
d e se rv e s  ou r r e s p e c t  and p a tro n a g e . Buy this 
book, it m ight en co u rag e  him to  write the 
nex t one a l i t t l e  f a s t e r .

SIDESHOW by S h e ri T epper 
H arper C ollins, 467 pp, £8 .99 , "C" fo rm at

Reviewed by Tony M orton.

Humanity, f le e in g  en trap m en t by th e  
Hobbs Land gods, i s  red u ced  to  l iv in g  on one 
p la n e t, E lsew here. I t  becomes th e  l a s t  r e fu g e  
of hum anity -  in  i t s  e n t i r e  d iv e r s i ty .  T hese  
peop le have a cause, to  r e t a in  t h i s  d iv e r s i ty .  
To th i s  end p ro g re s s  o r  change i s  d isa llo w e d  
by law, w ith  E n fo rc e rs  keep ing  each  custom , 
however b ru ta l ,  b iz a r r e  o r  a rc h a ic , in  i t s  
o r ig in a l  form. With each  custom  s e p a ra te d  
and se g re g a te d  in to  p ro v in c e s  l i t t l e  changes, 
but e v e n ts  unfo ld  t h a t  cau se  l i f e s t y l e s  and 
custom s to  be q u e s tio n e d . T ied  up w ith  th e  
a r r iv a l  o f S iam ese Twins from 2 0 th  c e n tu ry  
E arth , and an a p p a llin g  r i s e  in  d e a th  r i t e s  
w ith in  custom , change b eg in s  to  t e l l .

The main c h a ra c te r s ,  E n fo rc e rs  Zasper 
E rtig o n  and F rin g e  Oldwark, d is c o v e r  that 
som ething i s  a fo o t and i n i t i a l l y  set about 
t r y in g  to  r ig h t  i t ,  to  r e tu r n  custom  to its 
o r ig in a l  s t a tu s  quo. T h is  how ever proves 
in c re d ib ly  d i f f i c u l t ,  and th e  r e v e la t io n  of 
"The Core" and i t s  e v i l  in f lu e n c e  co m p le te ly  
u p se ts  th e  balance a s  new gods t r y  to  in te rv e n e . 
The a d m in is tr a to r  Boarmus, f e a r f u l  as the 
k i l l in g s  co n tin u e  u n ab a ted , se n d s  th e  "heroes" 
to  Panubi to  so lv e  th e  problem s, unaw are of 
th e  s c a le  o f th e  p rob lem s o r what th e  outcom e 
w ill be.

A w ell to ld  s to r y  o f  d iv e r s i ty ,  s to ic is m , 
e v i l  and fe a r . The s e t t i n g  i s  w e ll c o n s tru c te d  
and th e  s e g re g a tio n  and i s o la t io n  o f  th e  
p ro v in ces i s  c le v e r ly  b u i l t  in  to  g iv e  a 
c o n tin u a lly  changing backdrop and s i t u a t io n  
fo r th e  main c h a ra c te r s  to  d e a l w ith . Adding 
th e  p ro p h e te ss  Jo ry  and th e  A rbai ta k e s  th e  
p lo t f u r th e r  and e n r ic h e s  th e  whole. Numerous 
p lo ts  and su b p lo ts  a r e  b ro u g h t to g e th e r  
e x p e r t ly  in  a su p e rb  clim ax  th a t  s u r p r is e s .

The f a te  o f  Man, th e  g r e a t  q u e s t io n  o f  
th e  "U ltim ate  D estiny  o f  Man", th e  r a is o n  
d 'e t r e  o f  E lsew here a s  s e t  up by B rannigan  i s  
a l l  found, and le a v e s  a f a r  more im p o rta n t 
q u e s tio n . Read i t  to  d isc o v e r  th e  outcom e.



UNWILLINGLY TO EARTH by P au line  Ashwell 
Tor Books, 280 pp, £2.99

Reviewed by C aro l Morton.

This i s  th e  s to ry  o f  L y s is t r a ta  (L izz ie) 
Lee, a young woman bom  and r a is e d  on a 
f ro n t ie r  m ining p la n e t who, a f t e r  an a c c id e n t 
to  her f a th e r ,  f in d s h e r s e l f  a lone in th e  c i ty  
where he i s  h o sp ita l is e d . She i s  b e frien d e d  
by th e  s t a f f  and cu sto m ers o f one of th e  
ro u g h est in n s in th e  c i ty ,  and becomes some­
th in g  of a l i t t l e  s i s te r /m o th e r  c o n fe sso r  to  
them. In tim e the pub becomes alm ost a haven 
of r e s p e c ta b il i ty .  In doing th i s  sh e  f a l l s  
foul of a C u ltu ra l E n g ineering  s tu d e n t,  whose 
task  i t  was to  stu d y  th e  p a tro n s  o f th e  Royal 
Arms pub and try  to  p roduce ju s t  th e  e f f e c t  
Lizzie had. He com plains to  h is  tu to r  who 
manages to  con L izz ie  in to  r e lu c ta n t ly  
a tte n d in g  c o lle g e  on E a rth  to  tak e  a C u ltu ra l  
E ngineering  degree. T roub le  alw ays seem s to  
follow L izz ie  w herever she goes and she  
becomes mixed up in sa b o ta g e  and m urder on 
the moon, f re e in g  s tra n d e d  a lie n s  on a p la n e t 
whose c iv i l i s a t io n  is  on th e  verge  o f  c o lla p se  
and w ith h e r  year m ates a tte m p tin g  to  p rev en t 
world war.

The s ty l e  o f t h i s  novel rem inds me in  
many ways o f  e a r ly  H einlein , e s p e c ia l ly  th e  
n a r ra tiv e  s ty l e  o f th e  main c h a ra c te r . I t  i s  
e s s e n t ia l ly  a lig h tw e ig h t w him sical y arn  th a t  
does not r e q u ire  too  much in  th e  way o f  
co n c e n tra tio n  but e n te r ta in s  nonetheless. I t  
is  a lso  th e  f i r s t  book I have seen  a t  th e  
Brum group th a t  has come from an American 
p u b lish er.

A TASTE OF BLOOD WINE by Freda W arrington 
Pan, 581 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by P e te r  J B Day.

I t  seem s to  be th e  season  fo r  vam pire 
s to r ie s ,  everybody 's a t  i t  th e se  days. T h is 
one, Freda W arring ton 's c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  
genre, is superb . Never mind th e  b o rin g ly  
conven tio n a l cover, what we have h ere  is  an 
original, im aginative and s k i l f u l ly - w r i t t e n  
v e rs io n  o f th e  fa m ilia r  legend, one which 
contem ptuously  d ism isse s  a l l  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  
trappings as s u p e r s t i t io u s  ru b b ish  and g e ts  
r ig h t  down to  th e  n i t t y - g r i t t y .

The s e t t in g  i s  th e  1920s. A Cambridge 
s c ie n t is t ,  Dr N eville, eng ag es a new re se a rc h  
a s s i s t a n t ,  Karl von W ultendorf, and soon a l l  
the women o f  h is  fam ily a re  flo ck in g  around 
the com pellingly  handsome A ustrian . In p a r t ­
ic u la r  h is  daug h te r, C h a rlo tte , i s  f a ta l ly  
smitten, develop ing  an o b se ss iv e  p assio n  fo r  
Karl while he, likew ise , f in d s h im se lf  drawn 

her. But Karl is a vam pire, and only by

denying t h e i r  love and abandoning C h a r lo tte  
can h is  p a ss io n  fo r  h e r  blood be overcome.

T h is i s  an unashamed romance, f u l l  of 
dark  G othic h o rro r , bu t th e re  is  much more to  
i t  th an  th a t .  The vam pires a re  t r e a te d  as 
sy m p a th e tic a lly  a s  th e  human c h a ra c te rs , being  
shown a s  in d iv id u a ls  in t h e i r  own r ig h t ,  w ith  
a complex so c ie ty  o f th e i r  own. T his s to ry  i s  
a s  much abo u t K arl 's  a t te m p ts  to  escape  th e  
dom ination  o f  K ris tia n , th e  c h ie f  vam pire who 
ty rannically  r u le s  them a l l ,  a s  i t  i s  about 
C h a r lo t te 's  im p o ssib le  dilemma.

The im agery i s  o f te n  h au n tin g ly  p o e tic , 
and even th e  moments o f  h o rro r  have a macabre, 
compulsive* b eau ty  o f th e re  own. The a c tio n  
n ev er f a l t e r s ,  th e  s to ry  g r ip s  the  re a d e r  
r ig h t  from th e  s t a r t  and c a r r ie s  him e f f o r t ­
le s s ly  th ro u g h  to  a tho rough ly  s a t is f y in g  
conc lu s io n . I have no h e s i ta t io n  in s tro n g ly  
recommending th i s  book.

MAGICIANS OF THE NIGHT by Barbara Hambly 
G rafton , 411 pp, £4.99 p /b

reviewed by P au line Morgan.

MAGICIANS OF THE NIGHT com pletes th e  
s to r y  began in  THE RAINBOW ABYSS. In th e  
f i r s t  volume th e  mage, J a ld is ,  had c re a te d  a 
Dark Well. T h is i s  a passagew ay betw een 
w orlds a c ro s s  th e  void. He had d isco v ered  a 
w orld th a t  had lo s t  i t s  magic and was 
d e term ined  to  h e lp  them r e s to r e  i t .  As 
volume one f in ish e d , he and h is  a p p re n tic e , 
Rhion, attem pted th e  c ro ss in g . At th e  s t a r t  of 
MAGICIANS OF THE NIGHT we find  th a t  only 
Rhion has made i t ,  and th e  people he has come 
to  help  a re  members o f th e  Nazi O ccult B ureau 
and they  a r e  looking  fo r  a way to  p re v e n t 
enemy a i r c r a f t  h in d e rin g  th e  in v as io n  of 
England. Rhion qu ick ly  r e a l i s e s  th a t  th e s e  
p eop le  a re  no t th e  a l t r u i s t i c  people he had 
expec ted  to  meet and i s  h o r r i f ie d  to  find  
th a t  they  ca re  so l ig h t ly  fo r  th e  l iv e s  o f 
th o se  th ey  c o n s id e r  in f e r io r ,  k i l l in g  Jews and 
g y p s ie s  to  t r y  and e x t r a c t  m agical power from 
them. All Rhion w ants to  do i s  r e tu rn  to  h is  
own w orld, bu t i s  th w arted  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  
s i tu a t io n  th e re , and th e  Nazis who keep him 
p r iso n e r  u s in g  th r e a t s  a g a in s t the  g i r l  he 
b e f r ie n d s  to  make him work fo r them.

B arbara Hambly i s  an e x c e lle n t s t o r y ­
t e l l e r  so can be fo rg iv en  th e  few f a u l t s  th a t  
c reep  in to  th e  w ritin g . For in s ta n c e , she has 
a tendency  to  u se  long convoluted  se n te n c e s  
which lo se  th e  re a d e r , and makes sm a ll f a c tu a l  
e r ro r s ,  l ik e  p la n ts  flo w erin g  out o f season . 
A b ig g e r  problem  i s  one o f p lo t c o n s tru c tio n . 
E arly  in th e  book we a re  in tro d u ced  to  Tom 
Saltw ood, an American who is  d ire c te d  to  k i l l  
Rhion. He does not reap p ea r fo r  an o th e r two



hundred pages. S im ila rly , th e re  i s  an 
awkwardness in r e tu rn in g  to  sc enes in R hion's, 
home w orld y e t i t  i s  im p o rtan t to  know why he  
i s  l e f t  s tra n d e d . However, to o  much more 
from th i s  s id e  would have meant th a t  th e  work 
would have been too  long fo r  two volum es b u t 
perh ap s n o t enough fo r  th re e . As au th o r , 
Hambly has had to  make d ec is io n s . Maybe n o t 
everyone w ill  ag ree  w ith  them.

THE GALAXY GAME by P h il Ja n es  
M illennium, 212 pp, £7 .99, "C" form at

Reviewed by P h il Noyes.

T his book comes b i l le d  a s  an engag ing , 
ab su rd  and very  funny s f  s e r ie s ,  and in v i te s  
com parison w ith  HITCH-HIKER'S GUIDE TO THE 
GALAXY and RED DWARF. T here a re  some common 
e lem en ts, fo r  in s ta n c e  hum anity a s  pawns o f  
e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l s  o f unim aginab le  power, and a 
crew e n t i r e ly  composed o f  id io t s  ( f re q u e n tly  
used, John Major’s  c a b in e t sp r in g s  to  mind), 
and a com puter n e x t to  which Hal seem s a 
welcome and confidence  in sp ir in g  l i f e  su p p o rt 
c o n tro lle r .

I  sh a n 't  say  much abou t th e  p lo t, such  
a s  i t  is , a s  i t  ta k e s  a d is ta n t  second p la c e  
to  jokes, o f which th e r e  a re  many. T hese ra n g e  
from a few th a t  made me laugh ou t loud, th ro u g h  
th e  d i s t in c t ly  la v a to r ia l  ( s t i l l  some lau g h s), 
to  th e  com pletely  p o in t le s s  and unfunny, even 
n on-R ichards fin d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  laugh o r  
even sm ile  a t  one o b v io u s c o n tra c tio n  o f  th e  
name, l e t  a lo n e  th e  seven  o r e ig h t  used  in  
th e  book.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  poor jokes win by a  
p o s it iv e ly  A u s tra l ia  v England m argin, and I  
was l e f t  w ith  a f e e l in g  o f  com plete d read  a t  
th e  idea o f  a s e r i e s  o f  th e s e  novels. I  began 
th e  novel hoping to  f in d  an o r ig in a l  to  
re p la c e  th e  fad in g  D ouglas Adams, bu t f in is h e d  
i t  th in k in g  how good Ja n e s  has made him look. 
Save your money fo r  th e  n ex t P ra tc h e tt .

SHADOW HUNTER by W ill Baker 
Viking, 536 pp, £9.99 ”0" form at

Reviewed by Tony Morton.

As a debut novel t h i s  i s  very im p re ss iv e , 
a w ell co n s tru c te d , w e ll to ld  p o st h o lo c a u s t 
s to ry . T here a re  two s id e s , th e  h ig h - te c h  
Humans who l iv e  l i f e  a s  they alw ays have, 
u sin g  technology  and advancem ents to  su rv iv e , 
and the  Ginks, sup p o sed ly  sub-hum an under— 
ground d w e lle rs  w ith  only anim al in s t in c t  and 
l i t t l e  in te l l ig e n c e .

U n su rp ris in g ly  th e  Humans hunt th e  
anim als, e s p e c ia l ly  th e  Ginks, to  e r a d ic a te  any 
sp e c ie s  harm fu l to  th em se lves. N ature, being  
what i t  i s .  in te rc e d e s  and th e  h ig h - te c h  sy s tem s

begin to  f a i l  and break down. T h is  c a u se s  
th e  Humans to  panic, and th e  a d d i t io n a l  c r i s i s  
o f a young boy, Ronnie, being  k idnapped  by th e  
Ginks adds to  th e  r i s in g  p a ran o ia .

Somewhat rem in iscen t o f  P a tr ic k  T il le y ’s  
"Amtra k "  s e r ie s ,  we have a Human su b v e rte d  to  
th e  G inks' cau se  a f t e r  h is  a b d u c tio n , coming 
round to  t h e i r  way o f  th in k in g  a s  he grow s 
in to  th e i r  ways. The d if fe r e n c e  i s  th e  boy 's 
f a th e r ,  s c a rre d  both  p h y s ic a lly  and em o tio n a lly  
by th e  e v e n ts  th a t  led  up to  th e  ab d u c tio n , 
and d riv en  only by th o u g h t s  o f  rev en g e . H is 
a l l ia n c e  w ith  D an ie lle  Konrad, le a d e r  o f a  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  seek ing  th e  t o t a l  e lim in a tio n  
o f th e  Ginks, p ro v id es each w ith  a means to  
fu r th e r  t h e i r  own ends. T h is p r e s s u r i s e s  th e  
P re s id e n t to  deploy fo rc e s  to  d e s tro y  th e  
Ginks in an a ttem p t to  fin d  Ronnie. E ven ts 
come to  a head a s  Ronnie, w ith  a s s is ta n c e ,  i s  
re tu rn e d  home. Not th e  end o f  th e  s to ry , bu t 
a c h il l in g  sc e n a r io  o f  a p o s s ib le  fu tu re .

Well to ld , w ell thou g h t o u t, Baker h a s  
produced a good novel. In flu e n c e d  by T il le y  
and o th e rs , bu t w ell w orth a re a d .

RED ORC'S REVENGE by P h ilip  Jo se  Farm er 
G rafton , 282 pp, £4.99, p /b

Reviewed by Tony Morton.

An u n u su a l s to ry , e x te n d in g  F arm er's  
"World o f  T ie rs "  books in to  a  new th e o ry . Jim 
Grimson, an ad o le scen t f in d in g  h im se lf  in  
s e r io u s  tro u b le , s l i p s  over th e  edge and i s  
adm itted  to  a th e rap y  unit,. H ere tr e a tm e n t 
invo lv es choosing a c h a ra c te r  from  "World o f  
T ie rs"  th a t  th ey  r e l a t e  to , and e x p la in in g  
th e i r  e x p e rien ces  in communal t a lk  s e s s io n s . 
Having had th e  idea fo r  t h i s  form  o f th e ra p y  
Dr Porsena, th e  p s y c h ia t r i s t  in  charge , u rg e s  
Grimson to  e n te r  th e  same tr e a tm e n t . T hankful 
fo r  a chance to  s ta y  ou t o f  p r iso n , G rimson 
keenly em barks on a s t r a n g e  jo u rn ey  a s  he  
b e c o m e s  Red Orc . He b e l ie v e s  he p a s s e s  
th rough  dim ensions to  in h a b it  O rc 's  body.

O re 's story, in th i s  book ta k in g  p la c e  
p r io r  to  th e  e v e n ts  in  "T ie rs" , i s  one o f  
decadence and anger a g a in s t  h is  f a th e r .  
F inding s im i la r i t i e s  in  h is  own l i f e ,  Jim i s  
drawn d eep er in to  th e  f a n ta sy . The b iz a r re  
happenings which b e f a l l  Orc bo th  f a s c in a te  
and r e p e l  him, but he c a n 't  s to p  re tu rn in g  to  
d isc o v e r what nex t. Orc g o es th ro u g h  much, 
in c lu d in g  banishm ent to  an u n in h a b ite d  b a rre n  
world, being  c ru c if ie d  and bein g  tu rn e d  in to  a 
se rp e n t. Jim f in a l ly  evokes O rc 's  an g er and 
i s  again  in  tro u b le , w ith  an u n u su a l outcom e.

Farmer in tro d u c e s  th e  n o v e l a s  be ing  
based  p a r t i a l ly  on Dr G ia n n in i 's  work in  
p sy c h ia try , u sin g  ju s t  such a tr e a tm e n t  method, 
known a s  "T ie rs ian  Theory". T h is, to g e th e r



th e  v il la g e . Even so  th e r e  is  no sh o r ta g e  o f 
v o lu n te e rs  f o r  the  p ilg rim ag e . P o ila r  Crookleg, 
a d escen d an t o f th e  F i r s t  Climber, i s  chosen 
in h is  y e a r  group and le a d s  th e  p ilg rim ag e  to  
the  summit. They p a s s  th rough many s tr a n g e  
kingdoms in  th e i r  jou rney  up Kosa Saag, 
d isc o v e rin g  along th e  way ju s t  why so few 
ev er s u c c e s s fu l ly  com plete  th e  r e tu rn  t r ip  
and ju s t  e x a c tly  who o r  what th e i r  Gods are .

T his i s  a very  s tr a n g e  novel, some o f  
th e  kingdom s th a t  th e  p ilg rim s go th rough  a re  
very  b iz a r re , mind you I thought DOWNWARD TO 
THE EARTH was a ls o  p r e t ty  w eird a t  f i r s t ,  bu t 
i t  has become one o f  my fa v o u ri te  books, so  
maybe th e r e  i s  hope fo r  th is  one too . On th e  
su r fa c e  i t  i s  a  n o v e l of one young man's 
d e te rm in a tio n  to  overcom e h is  handicap o f a 
crooked le g  and to  become ju s t  th e  same a s  
any ab le -b o d ie d  person . But th e  underly in g  
t a l e  is  o f  a ra c e  s ta g n a tin g , o f one man's 
q u e s tio n in g  h is  b e l i e f s  and try in g  to  improve 
th e  lo t  o f h is  peop le  by c o n ta c tin g  h is  Gods 
w ith  a view to  g e t t in g  he lp  from them. I do n 't 
know i f  I can recommend th i s  to  you, th e  b e s t 
th in g  to  say  is  t r y  i t  fo r y o u rse lf , i f  you 
a re  a S ilv e rb e rg  fan you may love i t .

SORROW'S LIGHT by Freda W arrington 
Pan, 257 pp, £8.99 p /b

Reviewed by P au line Morgan.

Once again , F reda W arrington h as  
v en tu red  o u ts id e  th e  u n iv e rse  c re a te d  in  h e r  
"B lackbird" books and produced som ething 
e x c e lle n t . The s to ry  in SORROW'S LIGHT i s  
n a r ra te d  by I o l i t h i e  G a e f ir -d a u g h te r  and 
encom passes a number o f themes. A lthough 
r e la te d  to  th e  ro y a l fam ily , I o l i th ie  has been 
ra is e d  in  a farm ing v il la g e  and hence h as 
more independence o f  s p i r i t  than  a c ity -b o rn  
g i r l  would have. When P rince  Tykavn's in ten d ed  
b r id e  i s  k i l le d  by th e  Unseen, I o l i th ie  i s  
m arried  to  him in s te a d . She soon d isc o v e rs  
th a t  he i s  m en ta lly  i l l  and and d e te r io ra t in g .  
When no -o n e  w ill  h e lp  him, she re so lv e s  to  
c ro ss  th e  S to len  Lands to  seek h e lp  from th e  
king, h is  f a th e r .  The world she  knows i s  
d iv id ed  by th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f th e  Unseen, 
im p lacab le  enem ies o f humans who w ill  k i l l  
anyone th a t  v e n tu re s  in to  th e  S to len  Lands. 
As she d isc o v e rs , t h i s  i s  a s im p lif ic a tio n  o f  
th e  s i tu a t io n .

One o f  th e  them es o f th e  book i s  
p re ju d ic e . N eith er th e  Unseen o r th e  humans 
u n d e rs tan d  each o th e r , n e ith e r  do they  make 
any a tte m p t, each s id e  in s is t in g  th a t  th e  
o th e r  i s  e v il .  For th e  humans th i s  has gone 
fa r  beyond th e  realm  o f  mere h a tre d  but has 
p o llu te d  t h e i r  whole way o f l i f e ,  w ith r i t u a l s  
and r i t e s  designed  to  purge th e  e v i l  th a t

w ith  a d i f f e r e n t  approach  to  t e l l in g  th e  s to ry , 
makes th e  novel e n te r ta in in g  and em otive. I t  
i s  w e ll to ld , w ell balanced , th e  c h a ra c te r s  
in te r a c t in g  b e lie v a b ly  w ith in  th e  c ircu m stan ces , 
and th e  co u n te r  b a lan ce  o f th e  "pocket 
u n iv e rse"  p ro v id es  s t a r k  c o n tr a s t .

MAGICIAN by Raymond E F e is t  
G rafton , 681 pp, £6.99 p /b

Reviewed by C arol Morton.

In 1982 a novel b u r s t  on to  th e  F an tasy  
scen e  th a t  s tu n n ed  n o t a few fo lk  by i t s  ep ic  
scope and am bition . T hat i t  was a ls o  a f i r s t  
novel amazed peop le even fu r th e r ,  m yself 
included . The novel was MAGICIAN, and th e  
w r i te r  Raymond E F e is t .  Now I loved MAGICIAN, 
bu t some o f  i t s  s e q u e ls  did ta r n is h  th e  
memory o f  th e  o r ig in a l  ta l e  and I wondered 
ju s t  what th e  heck F e is t  could do to  r e v is e  
such a gem. I t  was w ith  t r e p id a t io n  th a t  I 
approached th i s  new re v is e d  e d it io n  rem em bering 
some of th e  h a tc h e t  jo b s  done in  th e  name of 
" re v is io n "  on a few o f  my f a v o u r i te  y arns.

I need n o t have w orried . T h is e d it io n  
seem s more p o lish ed , and th e  s to ry  flow s 
sm oothly, w ith  th e  a d d it io n s  se a m le ss ly  in 
p lace , and even a few minor n ig g le s  I had 
w ith  th e  o r ig in a l  have been removed. On th e  
whole i t  i s  w e ll w orth  fo rk in g  o u t seven  quid 
to  read  th e  s to ry  o f  Pug th e  orphan boy who 
becomes th e  m ost p o w erfu l M agician on two 
w orlds, and o f  Thomas, who y e a rn s  to  be th e  
b e s t w a rrio r  in th e  w orld and who ach iev es 
h is  am bition  bu t n o t q u i te  in  th e  way he 
expected . T h is s to r y  i s  w ell known to  
fa n ta sy  fan s , bu t i f  you a re  one o f th e  r a re  
few who have n o t y e t  read  t h i s  ta le ,  do 
y o u rse lf  a g r e a t  fav o u r and go out and buy 
th i s  v e rs io n , you’l l  lo v e  i t .

KINGDOMS OF THE WALL by R obert S ilv e rb e rg  
G rafton , 348 pp, £4.99 p /b

Reviewed by C aro l Morton.

Kosas Saag i s  a trem endous m ountain 
dom inating  th e  sk y lin e  o f  a t  l e a s t  h a lf  o f i t s  
world. The peop le  who l iv e  in th e  shadow of 
th e  m ountain b e lie v e  th a t  th e i r  Gods l iv e  on 
th e  summit. In th e i r  a n c ie n t p a s t  a p ilg rim , 
now known a s  th e  F i r s t  Clim ber, made th e  
r e tu rn  t r i p  to  th e  summit, and b rough t back 
f i r e  from th e  Gods. In remembrance of th e  
F i r s t  Clim ber, an an n u a l p ilg rim ag e  i s  made by 
fo r ty  e s p e c ia l ly  s e le c te d  and t r a in e d  young 
peop le  from th e  V illa g e  o f  th e  Wall, th e  
c lo s e s t  v i l la g e  to  th e  m ountain. Very few 
ev er r e tu rn  and th o se  th a t  do a re  changed 
em otio n a lly . They w ill  not t e l l  o f th e ir  
e x p e r ie n c e s  and l iv e  a p a r t  from th e  r e s t  o f



m ight co n tam inate  a p erso n  by only look ing  
out on to  th e  n ig h t. P rin ce  Tykavn b e lie v e s  
th a t  i t  i s  only th e  p e r fe c tio n  o f  h is  
o b se ss iv e  and a ll-co n su m in g  r i t u a l s  t h a t  keep 
th e  Unseen in  th e i r  own lands. A nother them e 
e x p lo re s  how m yths can be ro o ted  in  f a c t  and 
th e  ways t r u th  can be d is to r te d .  T h is i s  n o t 
th e  kind o f  book w here ev e ry th in g  i s  so lv e d  
by th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  and everyone r e a l i s e s  
th e i r  m is ta k e s  and l iv e s  happ ily  e v e r a f t e r ,  
i t  i s  more a s to ry  o f e x p lo ra tio n , d isc o v e ry  
and hope. J u s t  maybe, som eth ing  p o s i t iv e  w il l  
come from I o l i t h i e 's  e x p e r ie n c e s  b u t don’t  
sp e c u la te  what th ey  m ight be, read  th e  book 
and f in d  ou t.

THE THIEF OF ALWAYS by C live B arker 
Fontana, 230 pp, £4.99 p /b

Reviewed by C hris Morgan.

Harvey, a te n -y e a r -o ld  boy, e s c a p e s  th e  
cold d re a r in e s s  o f  w in te r  by p a s s in g  th ro u g h  
a m agic g a te  in to  a w onderfu l land. I t ' s  a 
p lace  w here a l l  seem s p e r fe c t ,  w ith  tem p tin g  
food, p re s e n ts ,  and th e  b e s t o f  th e  fo u r 
se aso n s  packed in to  each day. Harvey l iv e s  in  
a f a s c in a t in g  o ld  house and p la y s  w ith  a boy 
c a lle d  Wendell. But danger and i l lu s io n  h over 
ju s t  behind th e  facad e  o f  n o rm ality . T h is  i s  a 
t a l e  re m in isc e n t o f PETER PAN, b u t w ith  a 
sh a rp  edge o f h o r ro r  g r a f te d  on. I s  i t  a 
book fo r  ch ild ren ?  P robably, and fo r  a d u l t s  
too , a lth o u g h  B a rk e r 's  w r itin g  s t y l e  i s  
o c c a s io n a lly  to o  c le v e r  fo r  younger r e a d e rs . 
The book i s  em b ellish ed  w ith  dozens o f 
B a rk er 's  h o r r i f i c  b lack  & w hite  d raw ings -  
very a tm ospheric .

I  found th i s  a r iv e t in g  read , m ostly , 
though, th e  bad guys a re  overcome to o  e a s i ly  
and th e  background d e t a i l s  a re  so u n sp e c if ic  
a s  to  make i t  u n c lea r  w hether Harvey l iv e s  in  
B r i ta in  o r th e  U.S.A. T h is  i s  e n te r ta in in g  
f a n ta s y -h o r ro r , w e ll w orth  try in g .

HEART READERS by K r is t in e  K athryn Rusch 
M illennium, 250 pp, £7.99 "C" form at

Reviewed by C arol Morton.

The lin e  o f Kings o f  th e  d e s e r t  kingdom 
o f Leanda have alw ays produced tw in so n s  and 
the  o f fs p r in g  o f  th e  p re se n t  King, Pardue, a re  
no excep tio n . Pardue k i l le d  h is  b ro th e r  so 
th a t  he could ru le  a lone  bu t he does n o t want 
t h i s  to  happen to  h is  so n s so he d e te rm in es  
to  have th e i r  h e a r t s  re a d  by a h e a r t  r e a d e r  
when th ey  a re  o ld  enough, and to  g iv e  th e  
crown to  th e  son w ith th e  pu re  h e a r t  in  th e  
hope th a t  t h i s  w il l  p rev en t c iv i l  war.

In th e  o u tly in g  re a c h e s  o f P a rd u e 's  
kingdom th e re  i s  a sm a ll v i l la g e  which i s

occupied by th e  fo rc e s  o f Pardue under th e  
command o f Tarne. Tarne b u tc h e rs  a  youth 
T ylee and ra p e s  h is  young s i s t e r  S ta sh ie . 
S ta sh ie  re b e ls  a g a in s t  T a rn e 's  e d ic t  th a t  
T ylee shou ld  be l e f t  to  r o t  and t r i e s  to  bury 
him. For t h i s  r e b e l l io n  Tarne g iv es  S ta s h ie  
to  h is  men who a lm ost ra p e s  h e r  to  d ea th , but 
she  su rv iv e s  and sw ears vengeance on Tarne 
fo r  th e  m urder o f h e r  b ro th e r , m other and 
baby s i s t e r .

Y ears l a te r  S ta sh ie  i s  a h e a r t  r e a d e r  in  
p a r tn e rs h ip  w ith  D asis. They a re  in  th e  
c a p i ta l  c i ty  when th e  King, who i s  dy ing  of 
consum ption, c a l ls  fo r  a l l  h e a r t  r e a d e r s  to  
p re se n t  th em se lves a t  th e  p a la c e  fo r  te s t in g ,  
and th e  b e s t ones w il l  re a d  th e  tw in  P rin c e s ' 
h e a r ts .  Tarne has r is e n  in  power and become 
one o f P ardue 's a d v iso rs , bu t w ith  th e  d ea th  
o f th e  King imminent he t r i e s  to  suborn  th e  
tw in P rin ces to  h is  cau se  so he can s ta y  in  
power. S ta sh ie  h e a rs  o f T a m e 's  p o s i t io n  a t  
c o u r t and re a so n s  th a t  t h i s  could be her 
chance fo r  revenge.

This novel i s  very  lig h tw e ig h t w ith  a 
p lo t  th a t  does no t amount to  much and th e re  
i s  no depth  o f  c h a ra c te r is a t io n .  In f a c t  th e  
c h a ra c te r  o f  Tarne h as  th e  m ost d ep th , which 
makes th e  novel seem lo p sid ed  a s  S ta sh ie  comes 
over a s  shallow . T here a re  s e v e ra l  gory 
sc en es  which, though n e c e ssa ry  to  th e  p lo t, 
a re  overdone, a lm ost a s  i f  th e  w r i te r  was 
re v e ll in g  in  th e  b lo o d  lu st. The concep t o f 
h e a r t  re a d e rs  i s  a good one and shou ld  have 
been d esc rib ed  in more d e t a i l  bu t t h a t  p a r t  
of th e  p lo t was skimmed over, which was a 
d isappo in tm en t. In fa c t  th e  novel l e f t  me 
w ith  a fe e lin g  th a t  can b e s t be d e sc rib e d  by 
u sin g  th a t  old l in e  from schoo l r e p o r ts ,  could 
have done b e t te r .
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